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Significance for School Readiness: Research supports better outcomes throughout the
lifespan for children for whom the significant adult males in their lives are actively
engaged in their daily activities. This includes childcare and pre-school settings. EHS and
IIS offer a unique opportunity to engage fathers, uncles, grandfathers and other
significant male family members from the very beginning in positive school- family
partnerships. Today we will discuss the challenges both men and school staff encounter
in creating more dynamic relationships.

Framework: Key Questions

How have the shifting cultural definitions of male involvement changed the way
we (as a staff of predominantly women) engage men in school-family
partnerships?

What are common cultural barriers that men face in becoming more involved in
positive school-family partnerships?

The term emotional paternity has been linked to the strong bonds that children
¢reate with men who are not their fathers. How can we support those
relationships in our EHS and HS settings?

How do we increase inclusion of men who do not reside with their children in
school-family partnerships?

What kinds of events and activities can we plan to help men feel welcome and
supported?
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